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Out Of The Box And Into Production

by Robertson Witson

orn in Philadelphia in the mid
1950s, Steve Garrins first three
years developed under the guid-

ance of his Grandmother while his mother
completed nursing school and his lather
saluied 1o military service dunng the Ko-
rean Conflict. Afier his fmhers retumn, the
family relocated o Pennsauken, New Jer-
sey, across the street from The Camphbell
Soup warchouse where Steve spent time
watching workers load soup onto trucks.

Home life was not always so mmm mmm
good. The eldest of four children, his par-
ents clivorced at age 11, ingraining re-
sponsibility at an early age. Steve’s greai-
est childhood influence, his newly single
mother, worked the late shift as a nurse.
Grandmother. the other character-build-
ing force, was also the designated baby-sit-
ter. And Steve? Well, he rose for the carly
shift delivering bread from the back of a
truck between 35 a.m. “I worked at night
and would come home, take a shower, get
ready and go 10 school. | necded to con-
tribute to the family income,”

The soft spot of his childhood was love
of laughter, his funny guy staus, and an
uncanny ability to mimic comedic as well
as cartoon characters, “1 was always good
at voices. Mr, Ed... Jerry Lewis...  But
his idea of somehow molding this passion
inter & career received a resounding “don’l
do it" from the practical and well mean-
ing universe of Mother and Grandmother,
“They wanted me Lo be a Doctor, (my
mother was a nurse)... that would guar-
antee making a living ”

Age 18 led to Washington D.C. and Ameri-
can University Working his way through
college as a cook, he honored his lamily's
wishes, achieving a triple major in Fhysics,
Biology and Chemistry in preparation for
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becoming that Doctor... all the while keep-
ing a finger on his pulsing heartbeat, the
enteraminment industry

He minored in Theatre, co-hosted a popu-
lar late night radio show called The Space
Man and Steve Show, and wrote [or the Ea-
gle, the campus newspaper. Here he gained
an understanding of inclustry infrastruc-
ture and awareness of how all components
converged inlo a production. “This experi-
ence macle me value all jobs and really care
about all people in the mdustry. | became a

people person.”

Being a people person, he and his room-
mates were known lor having those vypical
jam-packed collegiate parties. At one such
solree, e met, fell in love with, and later
married an English major named Debhie
Deutsch. “This was the beginning of the
besi phase of my life."

The late 1970s hosted professional success
in the world of hospitality a1 The Apple of
Eve Restaurant in The Loews Hotel. With
an eye on solution and taste for excitement
he captivated new customers and broke
sales records by creating and executing In-
novative takes on concepts such as radio
contest giveaways and disco nights

Within two years, promotion advanced
Steve 10 New York City where he continued
working in management at Loews and lager
the Warwick Hotel. From hotels he trav-
eled to pots, pans and pizza ovens as the
regional sales representative for WearEver

In 1986 he broke records again, selling
over 51,000,000 worth of those ovens 1o
Dennis Riese of The Riese Organization

“Meeting Dennis Riese was one of those
life-defining moments. We have since
paninered on business projects in addi-
tion to becoming close friends.” 1986 was
alse the year he made the transition to his
lifelong dream of making a living in the
enterainment industry, <1 knew 1 wanted
to find a way 1o do what I loved. 1 say 1o
everyone, if there is something vou want
to do in this world, and s a passion that
you believe in and you love, do it Be-
cause, how can you be happy doing a job
that you don't love?”®

Alter a seres of 3 a.m. slots of standup
at Cach a Rising Star, and the Improw,
he discovered the recording studio and
VOICEOVETS, .A. laIHI.H,.Ih un:mmcd i,'ﬂl-'h‘llng
director listened 1o his reel and said, “Do
you have a day job? Keep it.” Believing in
his own abilicy, thiz only fueled his desire
to succeed.

Within months he accelerated to profes-
sional gigs as the voice of—who else? That
old childhood standby, Mr. Ed... lor Nick-
clodeon promos. National voiceovers for
Brothers word processors, [ax machines
and P-Touch would follow. Performing
snowhalled imo producing, directing, re-
cording, and editing voiceovers, radic pro-
grams and books on tape. Estnblishing his
own company, VideoActive Productions be-
came a full-service digital audio-video pro-

“If there is something you want to do in this world...

a passion you believe in and love, do it...
how can you be happy doing a job you don’t love?”
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